
International 
House
Prospectus



2  International House Prospectus

Welcome to 

International 
House

2  2  International House Prospectus

International House is the residential college of 
choice for students who have a burning 
curiosity for the world, and who aspire to live in 
an energetic and globally-minded community.

We were founded on the concept of Fraternitas 
- a fellowship of young people united together 
for peace across cultural and national 
boundaries. Based on this premise,

our community nurtures personal growth and 
empowers students with the ideals of an 
open-minded and accepting society, where 
cultural differences are celebrated and people 
are valued for who they are.

At International House, students quickly find a 
sense of belonging, participating in the
International House ‘spirit’ that pervades 
every facet of life at this college. We at 
International House are a family, and that 
family is continuously growing.
With the added value of high-quality 
residential facilities and academic support, 
International House is a great foundation for 
young people as they embark on the next 
chapter in their lives.

I hope you enjoy learning about International 
House and the possibilities that can unfold for 
you by joining this truly diverse community.

Dr Deborah Seifert AM
Head of College, International House 
Email: enquiries@ihouse.unimelb.edu.au
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International House is a residential college that 
is owned by the University of Melbourne and 
is located in the heart of Melbourne’s premier 
education precinct, Parkville.

Our resident population consists of around 350 
undergraduate and graduate students, from all 
over Australia and the world.

We are a community that is devoted to 
academic success, intercultural understanding 
and personal growth.
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Leisure facilities
Whether it's being taught to become a 
barista, watching sport or cable on our 
big screen TVs, or playing video games 
or a game of table tennis or pool against 
other IHers, there's always something 
happening at International House.

We also have a gym, tennis and 
basketball courts, and we're located near 
some spectacular parks and the 
University's sports and recreation centre.

The IH difference
When you become an International 
House resident (IHer) you become part 
of a global community. We're there to 
assist you whilst you're at uni, and long 
after you've completed your course.

Through our comprehensive tutorial 
program and ongoing support, we will 
work closely with you to help you adapt 
to your new university life, and help you 
to expand your academic horizons.

You'll also be exposed to world-class 
speakers at various House activities, 
and our international alumni networks - 
who can help you to navigate your 
career.

As you can see, International House is 
more than just accommodation.

Pastoral care
Pastoral care is a way of saying that we 
help you to look after yourself - and we 
take it very seriously. International 
House is committed to providing a safe 
and inclusive environment, where 
differences are valued and resident well- 
being is everyone's responsibility.

At the core of our pastoral care program 
are 10+ residential tutors who live 
among the students and who get to 
know the student population. They 
provide support, offer advice and act as 
mentors. We also have Residential 
Assistants (RAs) and First Responders, 
who are trained to deal with matters 
related to harassment and bullying.

All of our staff and residents are guided 
by University of Melbourne policies, the 
University's 'Safer Community Program', 
and the intercollegiate 'Fair Treatment 
Policy and Procedures'.

Meals
Breakfast, lunch and dinner are served
every day for undergraduates in our 
dining hall. Dining as a community is one 
of the best ways to meet people and 
socialise. The menu is wholesome and is 
influenced by food from around the 
world. Vegetarian options are always 
available and we accommodate most 
dietary requests.

Graduates largely self-cater; however,
the House provides graduate residents 
with daily breakfast in the dining hall.

Starting university can seem daunting, especially if you're moving to a 
new city or country.  International House will welcome you into a 
supportive, friendly and culturally-diverse community of young people.  
We provide a stress-free environment so you can focus on university.
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Rooms

Our location

Undergraduate rooms

Graduate rooms
Furnishings:
Ensuite bathroom, double bed, chair, study nook, wardrobe 
and WiFi internet.

Our residents' individual rooms are set amongst 1.5 hectares of 
beautiful gardens, outdoor recreation areas and sporting 
facilities. International House quickly becomes a peaceful 
home-away-from-home for new residents.

New undergraduate residents enjoy their own private, heated 
single room, and have plenty of opportunities to get to know 
other residents. Bathrooms are shared and a kitchenette with a 
fridge, microwave and kettle are located on each floor. 
Female-only floors are also available on request, but are subject 
to availability.

Undergraduate residents live at International House for the 
entire academic year.

Our graduate residents enjoy modern studio apartment-style 
living in their own, dedicated apartment building. Each 
apartment is heated with an en-suite bathroom, and comes 
furnished with a double bed, chair, study area, and plenty of 
storage space. Graduate residents share a fully equipped 
communal kitchen on each floor, or for an additional fee can 
elect to move into an apartment with a kitchenette (subject to 
availability).

Graduate residents live at International House for the entire 
calendar year.

International House is a 10-minute walk from the University of
Melbourne’s Parkville campus and 10 minutes by tram to RMIT,
the State Library and the city’s CBD.

Furnishings:
Single bed, study desk, heating, wardrobe and WiFi internet.
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Orientation Week

Social events

Formal dinners

Performances

Intercollegiate events

Events
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See the photographs and videos 
on social media:

facebook.com/
internationalhousemelbourne

ihmelbourne

Community 
and Cultural

Starting the day you move in to the 
House, this action-packed week will take 
the stress out of moving to Melbourne.
It allows new students (‘freshers’) to 
become familiar with their new city and 
International House, and make plenty
of new friends before lectures start. 
Orientation Week is held the week before 
university lectures commence, so 
students have a chance to settle in and 
feel comfortable in their new home.

Social activities form the pulse of life at 
International House, and students are 
never short of an event to entertain them. 
Intercultural harmony days, barbeques, 
cultural festivals such as the Songkran 
water festival and the Holi festival, as 
well as community activities like movie 
nights, an IH ball, LAN parties and 
quidditch competitions make up a broad 
events program designed to build the 
spirit of friendship in our multicultural 
community. These events generally occur 
on weekends and during the breaks, so 
they don’t interfere with university 
lectures.

Twice each week during the academic 
year, International House puts on a 
special dinner known as High Table, 
where students acknowledge certain 
traditions and get dressed up in an 
academic gown. It’s a great deal of fun, 
and a chance for the community to come 
together for a three-course meal.

Four of the most special formal dinners of 
the year are the Commencement Dinner, 
Scholars Dinner, Winter Dinner and 
Valedictory Dinner.

Students who play a musical instrument or 
enjoy acting, singing or dancing
will have opportunities to display their 
talents at one of many student-organised 
performances, including the International 
House play, national nights, music night, 
Café International or mid-week cultural 
dinners. If you prefer to work behind the 
scenes, then sound and lighting, set
and costume design, photography or 
publicity associated with these events may 
provide the perfect opportunity to express 
your artistic talent!

During the year, the Intercollegiate 
Activities Council (ICAC) organises
a comprehensive events calendar so that 
students living at colleges affiliated with 
the University of Melbourne can get to 
know each other. In the past this has 
included a Battle of the Bands, the 
Intercollegiate Play, a Fresher Dance-Off, 
film festivals, trivia, writing and art 
exhibitions, pool and darts competitions, 
debating and much more.

At International House, students have the opportunity to be involved in a rich 
cultural events program. These events draw the college together, and allow 
students to show off their musical or performing talents, and have plenty of fun!
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Music

Sport

Volunteering

“Overall, International House 
turned out to be more than 
just a safe and convenient 
accommodation for my 
daughter. It is a place where 
she learned to be resilient, 

culturally sensitive, and 
responsible. I would recommend 

International House to parents, as my 
daughter moved in a girl just out of high school, and left 
as a worldly young woman with an enriched experience.”

Dr. Malliga Limpianunchai
Mother of Natcha Limpianunchai, IH student
Origin: Thailand

International House has four music practice 
rooms and various musical instruments 
including six pianos and a drum kit - even a 
Chinese guzheng! A music tutor is employed 
to lend support to students who are studying 
music or involved in recreational music- 
making. Students also have the opportunity 
to be involved in a broad music program 
within International House and the wider 
college network.

With a strong tradition of friendly rivalry 
between the University of Melbourne 
colleges, it is no wonder that sport is an 
important part of life at International House. 
Our students compete against nine other 
colleges affiliated with the University of 
Melbourne in AFL, athletics, badminton, 
basketball, cricket, football (soccer), hockey, 
netball, rowing, softball, swimming, squash, 
tennis and volleyball. This program is open 
to all ability levels, even if you have never 
played before.

One of the core values of International 
House is to promote personal growth in our 
students, and we encourage them to venture 
beyond their comfort zone and get involved 
in leadership and volunteering activities both 
in Australia and overseas. This could be 
raising money for a good cause, teaching 
English in Thailand as part of International 
House’s Thai Rural Education and 
Development Program (TREAD), or 
coordinating a global development project. 
The volunteering program is run by the 
student body, which is encouraged to initiate 
new projects with approval from the Head of 
College.

Whether it’s performing live music, volunteering abroad or within the community, 
or playing sport, the chances are you will find an outlet to pursue anything and 
everything you are interested in at International House.
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Tutorials

Library and e-learning centre

Academic and IT facilities

Professional enrichment 

enrichment

“The most helpful support service 
at International House so far is the 
academic tutorial program. I did not 
expect to need that much help - yet 
when you get to university, it is so 
different from high school and you 
are expected to do much more 
work and preparation on your own, 
without guidance.”

Benjamin Lam 
Origin: Vietnam

Academic
and professional

The tutorial program at International 
House provides additional learning 
support for university subjects. The 
program is facilitated by a team of 
residential and non-residential tutors, 
who also offer one-on-one consultation 
and study help during the year. Tutorials 
offer students the opportunity to ask 
questions that they might feel less 
comfortable asking in their university 
classes, and are beneficial for exploring 
concepts in greater depth. Tutorials are 
held in the evenings from Monday to 
Wednesday and are compulsory for first 
year students.

The library and adjoining e-learning 
centre and multi-purpose study room are 
open 24-hours, and students can use the 
individual and group study areas, shared 
computers and free-to-use printers at 
their leisure. The library has a selection 
of textbooks, reference material, 
journals, newspapers, magazines, 
biographies and fiction material which 
can be borrowed upon request. Students 
can also suggest new items for the 
collection.

All of our student rooms and communal 
areas have high-speed internet access. 
There is on-call IT support, and students 
studying design can use the full version 
of Adobe Creative Cloud in the e-learning 
centre. A purpose-built design studio 
complements spacious study areas, 
which can be accessed by students
24 hours a day.

During the academic year, students
can attend guest lectures from working 
professionals, participate in a mentoring 
program with the graduate students
of the college, and attend seminars
to hear about the academic research 
being undertaken in our graduate 
community. These professional 
enrichment opportunities aim to broaden 
horizons and challenge thinking, as
well as prepare students for a career
in an increasingly globalised and 
interconnected workforce.

The intellectually stimulating environment at International House helps students 
get the most out of their university degree, and we are proud of what our students 
have been able to accomplish.



“It’s the memories, the 
International House spirit and 
pride that you develop, and 
the many friendships that you 
create which is truly unique 
about the International House 
experience.”

Cindy Nguyen
Past IH Student Club President 
Bachelor of Science, 
the University of Melbourne
Origin: Australia

My typical day

Rise and shine! I put on some fun, 
upbeat music, and get ready for a 
quick session at the IH gym or a run 
around Princes Park – which is just 
across the road from IH! 

Breakfast in the Dimmick Dining 
Hall. Continental breakfast is served 
until 10.00 am. So, if you’re not an 
early riser…fear not! 

Leave for classes at the University of 
Melbourne. I like to do the 10 minute 
walk to unimelb as it’s a great mental 
warm-up for the day of classes to 
come! But you can also take the 
number 19 tram across the road 
from IH or ride your bike… talk about 
convenience! 

Head to the Melbourne School of 
Design (MSD) building for lectures. 
Look out for the awesomely 
convenient power points if you ever 
need to charge your laptop during 
class!

If there’s time I’ll walk back to IH for 
some lunch, or meet up with my 
friends at unimelb and eat our take-
away sandwiches from IH.

Head to the Anatomy Museum in 
the medical building for workshop 
classes.

Make my way over to the law building 
for some productive study in the 
law library, which is perfect if you’re 
looking for an ultimately quiet place! 

DINNER!!! Dinner is served in 
the Dining Hall from 6.45pm until 
7.30pm. There is High Table dinner 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, where 
we get all dressed up in our fancy 
Harry Potter gowns. There’s also 
special performances by IHers on 
Wednesday nights when we have 
community dinners! 

Work on assignments and revise 
lectures and notes.

Take a peek into the games room or 
the Junior Common Room (JCR) to 
see if anyone wants to watch a movie 
or have a chat.

Time to get some sleep for another 
big day tomorrow!

7.00AM

8.00AM 

8.30AM 

12.00PM

1.00PM

2.00PM

3.00PM

6.45PM

7.30PM

9.30PM

10.30PM
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“I wanted to live at International 
House (IH) because I’ve always 
loved being in a multicultural 
environment. The combination of 
all the activities and events at IH 
give it such a great sense of 
community, and has made my time 
here an unforgettable one.”

“There’s the fun and memorable 
orientation week in first semester, 
various cultural events, fun 
activities such as movie nights with 
Nutella pancakes, and BYO mug 
nights – and so much more!

“It’s through all of these
activities and events that I’ve
built friendships with so many 
people from all over the world. 
They gave me the opportunity
to really immerse myself in the 
fantastic, warming, and welcoming 
community of IH that truly respects 

and values everyone’s talents and 
differences. By being open and 
welcoming to all different kinds of 
people, I’ve made so many new 
friends!

“There’s continuous support and 
care provided at many levels. 
Whether it be academic or personal 
support, the services provided at
IH have continuously encouraged 
and supported the development
of my academic skills and abilities 
as well as broadened my horizons 
by learning new things and seeing 
things from a different perspective.

“IH has enabled me to grow as an 
individual, and developed my 
academic and social skills, and 
provided me with life lessons that 
will stay with me for many years to 
come.”



Entry
Undergraduate

Scholarships

Scholarship Amount and duration Eligibility 

Paul Wheelton Scholarship Full fee ($28,000 
p.a.) for 3 years 
AND full Bachelor 
of Commerce tuition 
fees.#

• Indonesian citizen (international student), with preference given to applicants from Bali 
and female applicants

• Be in fi nancial need and/or experienced another form of disadvantage, and
• Be intending to undertake the Bachelor of Commerce in semesters 1 or 2, 2019 at the 

University of Melbourne.

Dawn Wade Scholarship Full fee ($28,000 
p.a.) for 3 years.

• Australian citizen from a rural or regional location
• Applied for the fi rst year University of Melbourne Bachelor of Commerce through VTAC
• Applied for a Special Entry Access Scheme (SEAS) via VTAC providing evidence of 

residence in a rural or regional area
• Preference is given to students who have indicated on a SEAS application that they 

have experienced a disadvantaged fi nancial background.
• Apply for this scholarship at https://fbe.unimelb.edu.au/scholarships/opportunities

Clifford Family Scholarship Scholarship Half fee 
($14,000 p.a.) for 3 
years.
There are two 
available.

• Australian citizen from rural or regional Victoria
• Applied for the Special Entry Access Scheme (SEAS) via VTAC providing evidence of 

residence in a rural or regional area
• Preference is given to students who have also indicated on their SEAS application that 

they have experienced a disadvantaged fi nancial background,* and
• Applied for a fi rst year University of Melbourne Bachelor of Science or Bachelor of 

Biomedicine degree.

William Buckland 
Foundation Resident 
Scholarship Program

Total of $40,000, 
paid over 3 years as 
annual college fee 
remissions.

• Full time Bachelor of Agriculture student at the University of Melbourne
• Australian Citizen or Australian Permanent Resident
• Currently lives in a rural or regional area of Victoria
• Provide evidence of disadvantaged fi nancial background, and
• Be commencing university studies at the University of Melbourne for the fi rst time.
• For more details on eligibility and selection criteria for this scholarship, please go to 

http://go.unimelb.edu.au/qjb6
• To apply for the William Buckland Foundation Resident Scholarship Program, please 

register your interest by emailing fvas-scholarships@unimelb.edu.au

Charles Tseng Scholarship Half fee ($14,000 
p.a.) for 2 years.

• Australian citizen from rural or regional Victoria
• Applied for the Special Entry Access Scheme (SEAS) via VTAC providing evidence of 

residence in a rural or regional area, and
• Preference is given to students who have also indicated on their SEAS application that 

they have experienced a disadvantaged fi nancial background.*

Commerce at International 
House Scholarship

Full fee ($28,000) for 
1 year.

• Australian citizen from rural or regional Victoria
• Applied for the fi rst year University of Melbourne Bachelor of Commerce through VTAC
• Applied for a Special Entry Access Scheme (SEAS) via VTAC providing evidence of 

residence in a rural or regional area
• Preference is given to students who have also indicated on the SEAS application they 

have experienced a disadvantaged fi nancial background.
• Apply for this scholarship at https://fbe.unimelb.edu.au/scholarships/opportunities

Mavis Jackson Academic 
Potential Entrance 
Scholarship (International 
Students)

Half fee ($14,000) 
for 1 year. 

• International student, and
• Applicant with the highest academic result from their fi nal year of secondary education

Weickhardt Academic 
Potential Entrance 
Scholarship

Half fee ($14,000) 
for 1 year. 

• Australian student, and
• Applicant with the highest academic result from their fi nal year of secondary education.

Mavis Jackson Academic 
Entrance Scholarship
(Australian Students)

Quarter fee ($7,000) 
for 1 year. There are 
two available.

• Australian citizen
• Demonstrable fi nancial need, and
• Demonstrable history of involvement in school and / or the local community.*

1964 Alumni Scholarship $4,000 (one-off 
bursary)

• Australian citizen from rural or regional Victoria
• Applied for the Special Entry Access Scheme (SEAS) via VTAC providing evidence of 

residence in a rural or regional area, and
• Preference is given to students who have also indicated on their SEAS application that 

they have experienced a disadvantaged fi nancial background.*

Australian Citizen Overseas Student^See our website for returning resident scholarships.
*Although not a primary criterion, the selection committee may consider applicants’ fi nal high school results when selecting for this scholarship.
#Go to http://go.unimelb.edu.au/2ay6 to see the Bachelor of Commerce fees.

International House offers scholarships for both new and continuing^ students to help support the costs 
associated with living away from home. These are awarded at the discretion of the Head of College and 
the relevant selection committee.
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Check the fees
Fees for both undergraduates and graduates are listed on the IH website. It is possible to support yourself with casual 

 
shopping centres, cafés and restaurants near International House.

For a full list of fees and charges visit www.ihouse.unimelb.edu.au.

Submit an application
You can apply for residence at International House at any time by completing the online application form at 
www.ihouse.unimelb.edu.au. 

Check which scholarships you may be eligible for and know that some will require separate supporting documentation, 
which will need to be submitted with your application before the application deadline.

Receive confirmation

Have an interview
You will be invited to attend an interview with International House, either in person, on the phone or over Skype.

Receive an offer
If your application is successful you will be sent a letter of offer, a student agreement and further documentation. 
You will need to pay a room deposit and must formally accept your offer of residence to secure your place.

Apply

“Being granted a scholarship to live at 
International House took a lot of the stress 
out of making a very stressful, life-changing 
decision. As a regional student, the options 
were either attending one of a couple of regional 
universities or moving to the city. Moving to 
Melbourne would have put my parents under 

that my application had been successful was an 
unbelievable relief for me, as it meant that I could 
go to one of the best universities in the country 
without burdening my family.”

Michael Kerrison
Origin: Traralgon, Australia

$
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facebook.com/
internationalhousemelbourne

ihmelbourne

 

 

www.ihouse.unimelb.edu.au

Address
241 Royal Parade 
Parkville VIC 3052
Australia

Enquiries
Phone: +61 3 9347 6655
Email: enquiries@ihouse.unimelb.edu.au
CRICOS Provider Code: 00116K (visa information)

Contact us


