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From the Head of College

Under the Melbourne covid 
restrictions, International House has 
been in and out of Lockdown and 
students have been unable to visit the 
main university campus for much of 
the year. However, we are optimistic 
after news of covid restrictions in 
Melbourne easing, and of the borders 
opening that we will be able to 
welcome new international students 
into our community in 2022. We are 
receiving applications for residency 
for 2022, and the students are hopeful 
of studying on-campus in Melbourne. 

The majority of the IH events and alumni 
reunions were cancelled this year, 
although we were able to host the 50plus 
Alumni Reunion in May and moved to an 
online version for the 1981 Reunion, at 
very short notice.

 Students are now able to study and eat 
together in self-nominated Study Bubbles 
and the seated Dining Room areas have 
been reopened for the last few weeks of 
semester and exams. The Study Bubbles 
have worked well, with each group 
allocated a tutorial room for study and 
eating meals. 

In September the students hosted Cultural 
Night and Macedonia was the selected 
country celebrating in style with online 
performances and individual meals. 
The Winter Orientation Program at the 
last minute was moved online, as once 
again Melbourne was in lock down, and 
unfortunately Winter Dinner was cancelled 
along with the Ball. The Resident Tutor 
and Academic Team have been delivering 
a range of on-line wellness activities and 
the music soiree was also online. Let’s 
hope next year has more adventures and 
less covid!

In this edition of Fraternitas, current 
student Hayden Parrot interviews 
alumni Nhat Nguyen, who reflects on 
his time at IH, and how being a part of 
this community gave him opportunities, 
confidence, and access to networks. It 
is great to see the advantage of living at 
International House continues. 

Through the leadership of our Librarian 
and Archivist, Dr Caitlin Stone, interns 
Allegra McCormack and Larika Desai, 
share the secrets of the IH archives and 
what hidden treasures can be found, 
and Dr Katherine Firth outlines how the 
academic program moved to an online 
model to fit with covid restrictions.

In 2022, we will celebrate the fiftieth 
anniversary of having women join the 
community. Please look for future events 
and join us in celebrating this significant 
milestone. We also hope to be able to host 
a full range college program including 
external events for those who are fully 
vaccinated. The University of Melbourne 
has mandated that after 5 November this 
year, all students, staff, contractors and 
visitors to all campuses need to be fully 
vaccinated.

Finally, I would like to thank all the 
students who chose to remain living at 
IH and continued true to the ideas of IH 
and community. Many have been unable 
to see their family in person for nearly 
two years. To the staff and contractors 
who went above and beyond constantly 
for the entire community, including 
delivering individually packed meals and 
clothes washing for those in isolation as 
required after covid testing. To the donors 
who are listed on page 24, thank you for 
your ongoing support and helping us get 
through a very difficult period. 

Financially IH is doing the best we can 
under the circumstances, with about 
50% occupancy. IH is most appreciative 
of the University’s wish to see IH to 
continue to be available for Australian 
and International students. We can only 
look to a brighter future! For those who 
would like to help support scholarships or 
ongoing costs please reach out to us. Your 
assistance helps IH grant opportunities for 
students who are in need and the number 
has increased since the economic squeeze 
for many due to the covid pandemic.

Dr Deborah F Seifert AM 
Head of College

From the Head of the College
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Meet our IHSC President

My name is Lenni Hui. I am the 
President of International House 
Student Club (IHSC) in 2021 - 2022. 

I was born and raised in Hong Kong, a 
crowded and never resting city. Hong 
Kong is renowned as a melting pot of 
cultures. I had lots of opportunities to 
meet with people from multiple cultural 
backgrounds, which made me yearn to 
travel around or even study abroad to 
see the world and broaden my horizon. 
When I was studying in high school, I 
developed my interest in music. I became 
the President of the school music club 
and helped with lots of rehearsals and 
performances. However I believed that I 
could do more than just sharing music with 
others. I decided to volunteer in a choir at 
the Hong Kong Society of Blind, by playing 
the piano and taking care of the members. 
I really enjoy using music as a tool to help 
others therefore I thought maybe I could 
be a music therapist. I did some research 
on music therapy and found that the 
University of Melbourne is a good place to 
study this profession and now I am here.

Moving to Melbourne alone was quite 
scary since it was my first time to separate 
from my family and try to live in a city 
which I am not familiar with. But when I 
settled in IH, the worry disappeared. IH is 
now like another family to me, everyone is 
close to each other since we live together. 
Being in a relatively small residential 
college means that we will be able to be 
friends with everyone without feeling 
overwhelmed . It is amazing that when 

you are walking in the courtyard, everyone 
you meet is your friend, this makes me 
feel cared for and loved. 

Hong Kong is sometimes considered an 
‘open-minded’ city, but never in the LGBT+ 
aspect. I always had to suppress my lesbian 
identity in Hong Kong because of the 
culture. I never thought I would be able to 
embrace my identity until I arrived at IH. 
We have a queer representative and queer 
activities which make me feel included 
and cared for. In IH, we respect each other 
and love people despite their gender and 
sexuality. Now I can proudly say that I am a 
member of the queer community.

As the only music student at IH, it is 
reasonable to expect less academic support 
than other popular subjects, but this is not 
the case at IH. We have a music tutor in IH 
to support my study, she is very helpful for 
me during my study. She provides academic 
and practical supports and I can contact her 
for a master class on the piano if needed, 
this helps a lot as an individual practice 
could be hard to improve at some point. The 
library helps my study a lot too. The House 
bought textbooks for me to borrow and use 
even though I am the only resident who 
needed the books. 

I want to be the President of IHSC because 
I love to be useful to the community that 
I like. IH provide lots of activities that 
I enjoy, and the committee members 
are always improving the society here, 
and I want to be one of them. The other 
experience in IH that gave me a push to 
run for president was in my first year. I was 
a shy and quiet girl who barely talked to 
anyone in the Welcome Week. But the WW 
leaders did not give up on me, instead, 

they encourage me to engage in activities 
and show their kindness. Finally, I met my 
first friend in IH on day 3. It is normally 
easier for an outgoing student to to shine 
in the community but I want to prove that 
a quiet kid can stand out too! 

My first duty as the president at IH was 
to help the House to manage the COVID 
situation. My main job is to work as a bridge 
and help deliver questions and answers 
between House and students. I got some 
compliments from other residents saying 
I am a good president. This encouraged 
and motivated me to work harder and 
help provide more service and activities 
from the student club. Living under COVID 
in a leadership position is a challenge but 
also an opportunity to grow. People feel 
isolated and bored when everyone had 
to quarantine. Then one member of the 
student club immediately hosted an online 
event for everyone to join, which received 
many positive feedbacks. I really enjoy 
working with my team in this difficult time 
since it really bonds us together. 

As the President of IHSC, I hope to 
enhance the communication between 
House and residents, and between grads 
and undergrads. I will try to reduce the 
barriers that residents need to go through 
before they can meet someone in a higher 
position. Moreover, perhaps I could hold 
forums to help us understand more on IH 
policies as this affect everyone who lives 
in IH. It is a pity that undergrads and grads 
are not that close despite the fact that 
we literally live in the same residential 
college. I would love to have more 
collaboration activities with the graduate 
community and get to know each other 
more.

As more people are getting vaccinated and 
Melbourne is reopening, I believe that 2022 
will be extremely fun with more amazing 
in-person activities run by my team. I 
am very excited to work closer with my 
committee, the IHGSA and the House.

Lenni Hui (Hong Kong SAR) 
Bachelor of Music student

At IH, there are people from 
different cultures and countries. 

In the time of isolation and 
quarantine, talking to people from 
different backgrounds and try to 
learn and understand makes me 

feel like travelling the world every 
day. I like how the IH community 

show the value of we are all 
different and yet the same. 
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Meet our IHGSA President

My name is Alexander Minh-Duong 
To-Dang, and it is both an honour 
and privilege to be the President of 
the International House Graduates 
Students Association (IHGSA) in  
2021-2022.

I am Canadian, born in Kingston, 
Ontario, Canada but grew up in Toronto. 
My parents were born and grew up in 
Northern Vietnam until they left the 
nation of our ancestors to escape the 
Vietnam War and make better lives for 
themselves and for my family. I am 
the eldest of four siblings, having 2 
younger brothers and the sister as the 
youngest and baby princess of the family. 
Growing up I feel that I learned and 
integrated both positive aspects of the 
proud, traditional, Vietnamese culture 
as well as the progressive, open, and 
compassionate societal atmosphere of 
Canada. In addition to making the most 
of all-boys private school education 
during secondary school, I pursued other 
interests such as Kukkiwon Taekwondo 
(the World Taekwondo Federation style, 
of which I am a first degree black-belt), 
over 10 years of private piano lessons 
in the classical music style, swimming 
and almost becoming a lifeguard, and 
sports such as squash and baseball. I 
would not be where I am now without 
the love, sacrifice, and support from my 
family, especially my parents, whom I 
consider to be the paragons of humanity. 
Their perpetual care for me and my 
family enabled me and my siblings to 

work hard and do everything we can 
to achieve our maximum potential, so 
that we may ultimately transform our 
dreams into reality. One of those that 
did become reality was to successfully 
be accepted by the Melbourne Medical 
School, back in 2019, surprisingly the 
same year the Toronto Raptors won the 
NBA championship. As I pursue medicine 
and discover more about myself during 
my medical study at the University 
of Melbourne, I will do anything and 
everything that I can for the family back 
home supporting me near or far as well 
as to protect and support the new family I 
have made here at International House.

Out of the potential apartments, residential 
colleges, and other accommodations that 
were reasonably affordable for an incoming 
Melbourne Medical student, International 
House really made a profound positive 
impression on me. Rosemary Hampson 
and the other staff who worked in the IH 
Student Office were prompt and prepared 
to answer all my questions, and they 
also were the first to say that there is a 
guaranteed spot at International House 
for me provided that I submit the online 
application and additional paperwork 
when I arrive in Melbourne. Very few if any 
of the other colleges and student housing 
options were as prompt, courteous, 
flexible and accommodating. Furthermore, 
I also was intrigued by the long history 
of promoting the multiculturalism and 
diversity of all the student residents at 
International House. As someone who is 
both an international student as well as a 
proud inheritor of the Vietnamese legacy, 
I can definitely get behind being part of a 
student community that promotes both 
personal success and cultural appreciation.

I still remember the date that I had first 
flown into Melbourne, January 13th 
2020 back when travelling by air was 
still a regular occurrence. After a long 
1.5 day flight across the Pacific Ocean, I 
arrived at International House, and I was 
shown the penthouse apartment at the 
Scheps building, one of the residential 
buildings within the college perimeter. I 
immediately fell in love and since that day, 
it has been my official home away from 

home, my fortress of solitude, my castle 
of diligence, my Australian abode. Since 
then, I have had the honour, pleasure, and 
privilege of interacting with the lovely staff 
at International House as well as the other 
student residents, both graduates and 
undergraduates. 

So many fun events and even more 
memories have been made, but I think 
one event that I will always look on with 
fond memories was the Christmas dinner 
and get-together hosted by the IHGSA 
2020-2021 community near the end of 
2020. After a long hard year, probably one 
of the most arduous and toughest years in 
recent memories, my fellow international 
graduate residents and I were unable to fly 
home for the holidays to spend the end-
of-the-year with our loved ones, to really 
feel that we accomplished something 
and deserved something. Thus, my fellow 
IHGSA friends and I opted to go all out for 
a Christmas dinner social. The social itself 
was lovely and wholesome, but before 
that, the actual cooking and gathering of 
the various Christmas dinner dishes by 
all the IHGSA executives under Claudia’s 
guidance and instructions really brought 
on the holiday magic. While this could 
not completely fill the void caused by 
COVID-19 separating us from our loved 
ones, at least we felt comforted by the 
power and protection of the strong, 
unbreakable bonds within the IH graduate 
community, as we looked out for each 
other even when the academic year of 
2020 was over.

I would say that International House has 
helped me with regards to my studies as 
well as my time in Melbourne in that it 
is the microcosm of the world at large. 
As such, there is diversity amongst all 
of its staff and student residents, there 
is a universal connection and close 
community amongst the people here, 
and for me it is a constant, comforting 
reminder of a home I can return to after 
a long day of studying at the hospital. In 
essence it serves as the counterbalance to 
the usual hustle and bustle of my regular 
medical school schedule, that there are 
friends I have outside of medical school, 
with whom regular interactions help to 
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keep me humble, grounded, refreshed, 
balanced, and forever motivated to do the 
best that I can while being the best that I 
can be within and beyond medicine.

Just like I am the proud lead sibling of my 
family, medical student, and Vietnamese 
gentleman, I take pride in being a resident 
of International House, including my time 
and tenure as the IHGSA Vice-President 
in 2020-2021. As such I wish to continue 
doing anything and everything that I can 
for my fellow IH community members 
in a role that invokes the necessities of 
leadership, teamwork, support, and positive 
change. I am most confident that I have the 
knowledge, the charisma, the experience, 
the attitude as well as the commitment to 
get tasks done while serving the interests 
of the many. If you ask for water, I’ll make it 
rain. If you ask for heat, I’ll turn it up in the 
kitchen. And if you ask for change, then yes 
it can happen because it is not only possible 
but also believable.

Living with COVID-19 was not ideal when 
I had started back in 2020, even now in 
2021. For those that contract it, the virus 
takes the literal breath of life away from 
its victims and for the world at large, it 
threatens to put a perpetual cage on all of 
us, to drain us of our passions, demotivate 
us from achieving our dreams, tempt us 
to lose our way. But like in all adverse 
events in the past, more often than naught 
that is when we as humans, individually 
as well as together, shine brightest. With 
my fellow executives in IHGSA 2021-2022 
and the International House staff, we will 
ensure that International House remains a 
bastion, that while at times bend, remain 
indestructible and indomitable to deal 
with the various ebbs and flows in the 
current turbulent times. While current and 
possible new restrictions may limit what 
we can do to socialize and relieve stress, 
we’ll come up with alternative activities 
and countermeasures as we will monitor 
the overall health and well-being of all of 
our residents. 

 

Just like what is implied in the meaning of my 
English name and Vietnamese name, I will 
serve to be a shield against adversity and a 
ray of sunshine to illuminate the darkness so 
that everyone can go about their way in their 
daily lives. Furthermore as President and 
International House resident, I will strive to 
be a beacon of hope, an advocate for human 
rights and privileges, a pillar of support, a 
friend one can count on, a colleague one can 
turn to, and a gentleman who both lead and 
work together. After all, teamwork makes the 
dream work.

Alexander Minh-Duong To-Dang (Canada) 
Doctor of Medicine student

Meet our IHGSA President

I and everyone else will ensure that 
International House, like for former 

residents of the past, current 
residents of the present, and 

prospective residents of the future, 
will be a home away from home, a 
place for growth and self-discovery.
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International House: The Journey Home

My name is Pasha Hanifa and I am 
studying a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) 
majoring in Islamic Studies. I was 
born in Jakarta, Indonesia, but having 
a diplomat as a father meant my 
life growing up was constantly filled 
with moments where I had to move 
between different countries. 

Other than my native Indonesia, I also 
grew up in Syria, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, 
the Northern Territory of Australia, and 
currently Melbourne, Victoria. I have also 
had the privilege to travel to 32 different 
countries. 

As a child, I have always taken a keen 
interest in culture, history, politics, and 
so wherever I lived I would attentively 
learn about the different cultures that 
I was surrounded in, not least the Arab 
culture. Indeed, one might even call me 
a third-culture kid. Home is nowhere and 
everywhere at the same time. Indonesian 
culture is a part of me just as much as I 
am comfortable to call Saudi culture and 
nationalism my own. 

At one point, I was featured on the 
local Saudi newspaper, Arab News, for 
having won the national Arabic speaking 
competition against other schools around 
the Kingdom, upon which was given an 
impromptu scholarship by the Deputy 
Minister of Education to study Arabic 
at King Saud University. Growing up in 
different countries meant that every time I 
moved to a different country, people would 
have expectations and assumptions of who 

I am. In Indonesia, people expect me to be 
up-to-date with the latest trends, artists, or 
common knowledge that other Indonesian 
youth have grown up with. In the Arab 
countries, people think I am a complete 
outsider who knows nothing about 
their culture and are always impressed 
whenever I speak Arabic with them.

Luckily, I am not alone. In these 
adventures, I have been fortunate enough 
to attend international schools where 
my classmates were fellow expats from 
different nationalities. It is a unique 
experience which is replicated here at 
International House. I could never truly 
fit in with a single monolithic cultural 
group, as they would have grown up with 
something I might not be able to relate to. 

At International House, however, I have 
been able to continue living in that 
cosmopolitan setting where the very 
fabric of the environment is woven from 
the variegated cultural threads that make 
up the demographic of the residents. 
There’s a little bit of everything from 
everywhere, a cultural setting that I am 
all too familiar with. Being different and 
being unique is the norm rather than the 
exception, and I have found myself to be 
very welcomed and celebrated for my 
diverse upbringing. 

Essentially, International House is a 
microcosmic replica of the varying 
world cultures that I have seen and 

lived in. Living at International 
House meant that people would 
be more understanding of my 

background and needs. 
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International House: The Journey Home 

Studying a degree in Islamic Studies has 
proven challenging in being able to find 
people who comprehend the scope of my 
studies. Luckily, I have been fortunate to 
receive academic support from Katherine 
in building on my thesis. Her background 
and exposure to people of different 
academic and cultural backgrounds 
has made me feel comfortable and 
understood with regards to my own 
academic and cultural needs.

Though it is beyond the scope of her 
specialty, her knowledge on some aspects 
of Islamic Studies has been extremely 
useful in helping me formulate my own 
thesis ideas.

The Covid-19 pandemic has proven 
to be tough for everyone. Despite the 
restrictions, living in International House 
has been a major source of upliftment 
as I am still able to meet and socialise 
with people within campus grounds. The 
fact that the campus is also surrounded 
by two parks has been beneficial for 
mental health as we could easily exercise 
with breathtaking views within walking 
distance. Moving into 2022 is exciting as 
it is nerve wrecking. Coupled with the 
pandemic, the year is full of uncertainties 
ahead. Yet, I am also hopeful that we as a 
community would be able to get through 
this and look upon the year ahead as filled 
with challenging opportunities for growth 
and self-development. As Vice-president 
of the International House Graduate 
Association, I am determined to make this 
place a common home for all who reside 
here, and to strengthen the bond between 
graduates and undergraduates so as there 
will be no boundaries nor distinctions 
between us. Fraternitas!

Pasha Hanifa (Indonesia) 
Bachelor of Arts (Honours) student 
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A Valedict’s Story

In 2007, my family of four relocated 
from Bendigo all the way to 
Singapore. In what we collectively 
anticipated would be an exciting 
two-year stint in a foreign country, 
somehow turned into being a catalyst 
to where I would grow up for the next 
eleven years. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my time in 
Singapore attending Overseas Family 
School – a prominent international 
school. Growing up in an environment 
in which I had exposure to an incredibly 
diverse cohort of people with different 
cultural backgrounds and beliefs was an 
invaluable experience.

My pathway to stumbling across 
International House was less than 
conventional. After school on a 
characteristically humid Singapore 

Friday afternoon, I attended a Melbourne 
University alumni function at a rooftop 
bar with my father – where I consequently 
became acquainted with Deborah, 
who was incredibly friendly and 
joyfully exclaimed that she felt I would 
fit in wonderfully at a college called 
International House. From that day on, 
I knew I would become a resident of 
International House.

As soon as my orientation week began, I 
immediately felt comfortable in my new 
environment. I thought highly of seeing 
everyone sharing and bonding over their 
lived experiences in an environment 
which regards diversity as a strength and 
something to be proud of and celebrate. 
Whether it was from the people from 
the country making their way down 
to Melbourne for the first time, or the 
exchange students from Japan. 

Some of my best memories from my first 
year involved being able to participate in 
the wide variety of intercollegiate sports 
offered. There was a massive incentive to 
have fun with your mates on the field and 
I thought it created a great environment 
for everyone to participate and have fun – 
regardless of their athletic ability.

In my second year, I was fortunate enough 
to become a residential assistant for 
my undergraduate community here at 
International House. Being passionate 
about changing the stigma around mental 
health for young people, it was exciting 
to have a role where I would have a direct 
impact on my peers. Being in a position 
to make students feel supported in a year 
which was particularly challenging, has 
to be one of my proudest achievements 
throughout my time at International 
House.

Like many others at this time, my future 
post International House does carry an 
amount of uncertainty. Saying this, the 
unwavering support from the academic 
community at International House has 
held me in good stead to jump at any 
opportunities which come my way.

I will most definitely miss this incredible 
journey of becoming reacquainted with 
my home country of Australia through 
living at International House. I have made 
lifelong friends with students and staff 
alike. I am beyond grateful for being given 
a safe and supportive environment to 
grow and develop both professionally 
and personally throughout my time at 
university. 

Until next time.

William Matthew (Australia) 
Bachelor of Commerce student

Whatever the situation, I was 
amazed at the warm and inclusive 

nature that I would come to 
understand was an integral pillar 
of living at International House.
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Tutor Review

Tutor Review

After a unique 2020, this year began 
with a short period of normalcy. We 
welcomed new residents with vibrant 
and entertaining Welcome Week 
activities, starting with a Welcome to 
Country and a Smoking Ceremony. 
Personally, this was the first-ever 
Smoking ceremony I have attended, 
despite being in Australia for over six 
years. It was delightful to be invited 
into this Land by an Elder, and this 
was a small sample of the cultural 
richness residents can expect at 
International House.

The year started with impetus. Probably 
as a way to make up for the lost time last 
year. Intercollegiate activities started, 
and our IHers participated and excelled in 
hockey, basketball, table tennis, rowing, 
soccer, to name a few. We celebrated 
Holi & Songkran, Sri Lankan Cultural 
Night, Scholars Dinner, and more. The 
library was buzzing again with residents 
borrowing books and studying in the 
afternoon and evening. The IH Chess Club 
had a resurgence! The year was looking 
bright, and residents were excited to live 
the college experience.

But then we had to go back to online 
activities due to Covid restrictions. This 
time everyone at IH knew what to do. 
We all donned our face masks, were 
mindful of keeping 1.5 metres apart from 
one another and undusted our online 
survival guides from 2020. I must admit 
that this time around there was a sense 
of tiredness, tedium and melancholy that 
wasn’t there during 2020, and this was 
amplified by the departure of two of our 
Residential College Leaders mid-year. 

Despite the obstacles, the IH community 
found ways to come together. Morning 
and afternoon tea provided by CaterCare 
was always a nice way to sneak up a quick 
chat with friends. Socially distanced 
Study Bubbles really helped IHers through 
semester two, and it was not uncommon 
to see pairs of residents walking around in 
the beautiful gardens that surround 

our campus, making the most of our 
allowed hours of exercise. Winter 
Welcome Week, Cultural Night and Music 
Soiree moved online in semester two. 
Residents on Wadham third and fourth 
floor bonded over Gartic Phone, a game 
of Telephone that involves drawing and 
lots of creativity. As vaccination targets 
are reached, 2022 looks to be a more 
traditional year.

During this time, I have had the 
opportunity to meet bright young people 
from all over the world, I have helped 
during various Welcome Weeks, helped 
with Academic Study Groups, received my 
doctoral degree, and most importantly, I 
have had the opportunity to learn so much 
from many of our residents from such 
different walks of life. I will always treasure 
the years spent living here, and wish all 
International House residents happiness 
and success in the years to come.

Ronny Andrade (Ecuador)
Residential Tutor, Study Group Leader and 
Timetabling Tutor.

Melbourne is a multi-cultural city, 
but International House takes 

the multicultural ethos of the city 
to the next level. This is a truly 

globally minded college, and I have 
been very fortunate to have been 

here for three years.
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Risk, Return and Some Food for Thought

Nhat Nguyen (IHer) – current CEO  
and Co-founder of Otrafy Technologies. 
Nhat was an IH resident between  
2010 – 2012 then Residential Tutor 
between 2014 – 2017.

Stepping out into the big wide world can 
be a very daunting thought… People, 
opportunities, the unexpected, so many 
unknowns can come knocking on your 
door at any time, and pull you up, down, 
left, right and any direction in between! 
(Especially in a world that is spinning 
faster than ever!) Nhat Nguyen, IH alumni 
and current CEO of an international 
software company, Otrafy, shares with us 
his journey; and how a few faithful steps 
can take you from accounting and finance 
studies, all the way to orchestrating an AI 
powered supplier management system in 
the food manufacturing industry. 

Nhat completed his undergraduate studies 
as a Commerce student at the University 
of Melbourne, and lived at International 
House for his entire degree, graduating 
in 2012. College life for Nhat, was “lots of 
fun” and as an IH’er, it is NO surprise that 
Nhat loved the diversity. For him “the 
50-50 split” between “people you meet 
around the world and around the country, 
was just amazing” and has allowed him to 
develop a truly global network of genuine 
friendships. As an international student, 
however, “getting a job in Australia is quite 
difficult” and for Nhat, IH was pivotal in 
facilitating this transition. 

Through IH’s connections with the 
broader community, Nhat was able to 
work as an accounting intern, and by 
the time he graduated, he had already 
secured a full-time job, which made his 
next step into the foreign hustle and 
bustle, a lot easier. 

After a year of work in the CBD, Nhat was 
accepted into the National Australia Bank 
graduate program; an opportunity that 
was both competitive and prestigious, 
with only 100 people selected in a pool 
of 5000 applicants. For some (at least for 
me), such numbers can be overwhelming, 
and at times a little discouraging. Nhat’s 
experience however reveals a reassuring 
truth that is almost always overlooked. 

If you are as successful and inclined as 
Nhat, it would be hard to believe that NAB 
was the only firm in FIFTY, who accepted 
him. In fact, he says this situation is 
common for pretty much all career-
focused graduates! Ultimately, this tells us 
that there will always be someone, some 
place, somewhere, who will value our 
uniqueness and skillset—and so worrying 
about the numbers and figures is trivial. 
What counts is believing in yourself and 
having the courage to put yourself out 
there. 

During his time at NAB, Nhat grasped 
every opportunity to challenge his 
career interests, working in areas such 
as financial strategy, and eventually in 
digital transformation projects. Here, 
he spent much of his time developing 
mobile application features and was 
even involved in leading an entire project 
from design all the way to delivery! 
Nhat’s project was centred around card 
activation via SMS, and it was the first 
time such a system had been introduced 
into Australia—an amazing contribution 
in terms of personal banking, as it meant 
people without internet connection 
(particularly those in the outback) could 
activate and gain access to their bank 
card. Reminding ourselves that Nhat has 
had no formal IT education, it is amazing 
that he had somehow found himself 
working in that very field (and not in pure 
accounting or finance). 

Even more remarkable, is that Nhat gained 
all his skills WHILE delivering the project. 
This feat reveals the very nature of the 
workforce, and demonstrates that in order 
maintain and push progress, we must be 
able to adapt and learn on the fly to solve 
real-world, real-time problems. For Nhat, 
“using technology to solve problems has 
really resonated” with him and was just a 
precursor for what would ultimately be his 
primary career focus. 

Before coming full circle with his love 
for technology, Nhat spent his years at 
NAB as the International House finance 
tutor, working fulltime during the day and 
tutoring at night—he really couldn’t get 
away from the IH magic! However, NAB’s 
program offered what is called a career 
break, where employees can take a year 
off and still have the security of returning 
to work. So, in 2018, Nhat decided to 
travel the world and found himself 
working in data migration on a working 
holiday visa in Vancouver. Little did he 
know that here, the seeds of Otrafy, were 
beginning to sew. In a mere two weeks, 
Nhat had met his soon to be co-founder, 
Matt, and together they won a software 
and hardware competition (hackathon) 
worth 10,000 Canadian dollars. 

Matt had been established in Canada for 
several years and owned his own organic 
food business and was rather concerned 
that the pace of changing consumer needs 
and subsequent changes in regulation, 
competition and safety were not being 
handled in a way that can meet the 
increasing demands of customers. Nhat 
realised “that we can leverage on a lot of 
new technology that is up and coming to 
solve this”. However, to kickstart the idea, 
Nhat and Matt needed to develop a strong 
customer base. Due to Nhat’s finance 
background, finding connections in the 
food industry was difficult. However, with 
connections from Matt’s business, he was 
able to meet with individuals and groups, 
attend conferences, and hence attracted 
interest for a strong consumer base. After 
relentless hard work, Nhat was eventually 
able to piece together a solid foundation 
for the start-up. 
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Fast forward and Otrafy has expanded 
to a team of thirty people across the US, 
Vietnam, Brazil, and Australia; providing 
services and technological solutions to 
optimise food supply quality assurance 
through: 

• Scanning and learning PDF documents 
automatically to quickly identify 
compliance data and any incomplete 
fields requiring more data from 
vendors.

• Turning PDF fields into data points and 
gathering actionable data insights on an 
interactive user-friendly platform

• Enabling quality assurance 
professionals to quickly identify and 
prioritize vendors that need to update 
certifications.

It is with no doubt that Matt’s concerns 
were rectified with Otrafy’s new system, 
and a lot of promise is on show for the 
company, how amazing technology is! 
However, Nhat emphasises that there is 
ALWAYS risk in building a start-up, and to 

anyone who joins the team he stresses 
that, “we’re going to move fast, we’re going 
to learn a lot, but we might not have a 
company in six months.” In addition, Nhat 
has had to move on from the high-paying 
secure role he had with NAB, but for him 
“the personal growth and the professional 
growth of a start-up far outweighs the 
corporate lifestyle” and says, “I just can’t 
imagine not doing what I’m doing”. 

In a world that is spinning a thousand 
miles an hour, it can be hard to find our 
own feet and be steady in our passions 
and purpose. Life is never a straight line, 
the unexpected twists, turns and forks in 
the road are all just part of the journey, 
and by remaining true to ourselves we 
always arrive at the right destination. 
Nhat did just this, and by exploring 
his humbling leaps of faith, we realise 
the possibility of each step; when we 
move away from academia to pursue 
our dreams, our learning doesn’t stop 
there. Really, it is just the beginning of an 
adventure on a much grander scale. 

Hayden Parrott (Australia)
Bachelor of Science student

Risk, Return and Some Food for Thought

As an international student, IH 
helped Nhat find his feet here in 

Australia, not only facilitating an 
amazing university experience but 

also giving him the connections, 
opportunities and courage needed 

to take that first brave step into the 
big wide world. For current IH’ers, 

Nhat’s key message is to “follow 
your heart and make that decision 
based on what you love and your 

own happiness”
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Academic Programs

Academic programs in 2021 might 
best be described as a year of two 
halves. 

In Semester 1, we opened up just in time 
for face-to-face Welcome Week, and then 
the rest of the semester we were able to 
study and meet together in person. We ran 
over 24 weekly timetabled study groups, 
run by our expert Study Group Leaders, 
and supported more than 360 different 
subjects in Subject-Specific and Open 
Study Groups. The rooms in George Hicks 
building and behind the Dining Hall were 
busy Monday to Wednesday nights with 
groups of students engaging with ideas, 
and with each other. 

Semester 1 also saw the first of our 
much anticipated new-format Pathways 
Dinners, for students interested in careers 
in Health. Undergraduates, graduate 
researchers, medical, dentistry and vet 
graduate students, and university guests 
from the Faculty all came together in the 
Constance Duncan Room for a dinner 
where students got to meet one another 
and explore potential future careers. 

Our library and computer room spaces 
were open to students, and well used. 
New shelving in the library , and a 
reordering of the collection, helped us to 
highlight resources beyond textbooks and 
fiction reading, which have long been our 
strongest categories. The front shelves of 
the library now house our academic skills, 
employability and wellbeing resources, 
attractively displayed to encourage 

students to browse or borrow. Borrowing 
records show that students are using the 
library more than ever in 2021. 

Our online learning support was also 
updated for the new academic year, 
having been built responsively across 
2020. The refreshed learning management 
system content included a stronger focus 
on employability and wellbeing, as well as 
academic support. 

We entered into lockdown for the exam 
period, which led to some logistical 
challenges around restrictions on space 
and technology, but the college as a 
whole, and the university, had learned 
from the experiences of the previous year, 
and it all went smoothly as shown by our 
consistent academic results. 

The lockdowns disrupted a number of 
planned group events over the second 
part of the year, including further 
Pathways Dinners and a Graduate 
Research Conference. Working with 
student feedback, we have reduced group 
online events, and have increasingly 
pivoted to more individualised and 
asynchronous support, offered by Study 
Group Leaders, the Librarian and the 
Academic Coordinator. Nonetheless, 
we still ran over 20 weekly sessions and 
supported the same number of subjects 
as Semester 1. 

For Wellbeing Week, our biggest 
contribution was an interactive History 
Walk designed by the Librarian, to 
encourage students to find out the stories 
behind the buildings. This gave residences 
a way to move around their space and 
engage with familiar surroundings in 
a new way, welcome when so much 
movement was restricted! 

The academic team made some major 
contributions beyond IH’s walls too. Study 
Group Leaders Brandon Syiem and Ronny 
Andrade published academic articles. Dr 
Caitlin Stone the Librarian and Archivist 
won a Miegunyah grant to lead a project 
to find out more about the women who 
contributed to IH, towards celebrating 50 
years of women students at the college 
in 2022. Dr Katherine Firth, the Academic 
Coordinator, published two books on 
academic skills Your PhD Survival Guide 
(Routledge) and Level Up your Essays 
(New South). The research, learning and 
professional expertise of all our Study 
Group Leaders continues to inform 
and inspire their teaching each week, 
supporting the aspirations of our students 
for their current subjects and their next 
steps. 

Dr. Katherine Firth 
IH Academic Coordinator

Our Academic Coordinator Katherine 
Firth and IH student Maria Callista were 
recently featured as guest speakers on 
the ASEAN-Australia Strategic Youth 
Partnership Youth Insights program. They 
shared their stories and thoughts on 
the impact of COVID-19 on international 
students in Australia.

You can watch the episode here https://
youtu.be/LSm6Z_pA3XY

We have therefore continued 
to develop our asynchronous 
communication channels to 

students, including a revamp 
of our noticeboards, adding 
regular new content to our 

digital screens in George Hicks 
and the Dining Hall, and sending 

a weekly newsletter with 
academic, wellbeing, cultural and 

employability resources. 

https://youtu.be/LSm6Z_pA3XY
https://youtu.be/LSm6Z_pA3XY


17

Academic Programs



Fraternitas NOV 2021

18

Museums and Collections 
Projects Program at IH
This year we were fortunate to host 
two placement students through the 
University of Melbourne’s Museums 
and Collections Projects Program. 
Here Allegra McCormack and Larika 
Desai write about the program and 
their experiences at IH.

ABOUT THE MUSEUMS  
AND COLLECTIONS  
PROJECTS PROGRAM 
The Museums and Collections Projects 
Program (MCPP) connects University of 
Melbourne students with the many cultural 
collections at the University. The program 
not only allows students to gain new skills 
and learn more about the work undertaken 
behind the scenes, but also contributes 
to the long-term management of the 
collections themselves. MCPP participants 
work with collection managers, archivists, 
librarians and curators to complete 
tangible projects designed to further 
develop the collections. MCPP participants 
also have the opportunity to attend 
networking sessions and panel discussions 
with working collection professionals. 

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE 
COLLECTION
The International House Collection 
incorporates the International House 
Archives, artworks, building fragments, 
furniture, decorative arts and other objects 
created or acquired since the foundation 
of the House in 1957.1 These culturally 
significant materials include records 
on events such as the Colombo Plan, 
Asia-Australia relations, experiences of 
international students and the history of 
the University of Melbourne, along with 
materials relating to broad social themes 
including women’s education, student 
housing, and ‘internationalisation’ of 
higher education.2 ‘Fifty Years of Women at 
IH’ is a project commemorating the fiftieth 
anniverswary (taking place next year) of 
IH’s first female residents. As a part of this 
collaborative venture, two research-based 
project opportunities, utilising the IH 
Archives, were offered through the MCPP.

1  Caitlin Stone, International House Collection: Significance Assessment (Melbourne: International House, 2017), 4.

2  Museums and Collections Projects Program, International House Collection: Project Guide (Melbourne: University of Melbourne, 2021).

ALLEGRA MCCORMACK
Bachelor of Arts

The ‘Fifty Years of Women at  
International House’ exhibit focuses 
on women who played key roles in the 
college’s foundation through a series of 
brief biographies. The project highlights 
the female ‘founders’ of International 
House as well as the women who 
continually supported the institution as 
the college grew.

This project has been a great opportunity 
to learn more about the history of 
International House as well as the 
fascinating women who worked to bring 
the college into existence and continue 
its expansion. At first glance many of 
these figures were hidden behind their 
husband’s surnames and somewhat 
obscured from the historical record. Going 
back through the Archives and consulting 
other sources such as local newspapers, 
however, revealed a network of passionate 
and diligent women who believed in the 
vision of International House and worked 
tirelessly to make it a reality. 

From high society patronesses and the 
early college matrons to the first female 
students admitted in 1972, these women 
were a vital part of International House’s 
history and their influence continues to 
shape  
its future.

As an undergraduate history student  
I was very excited for the opportunity 
to directly work within an archive to 
produce a final exhibition. Over the course 
of my degree I have developed a strong 
interest in feminist history and it was a 
great experience to directly contribute 
to feminist history-telling within my 
University community. Despite having to 
adapt to changing lockdown conditions,  
I feel fortunate I was able to spend some 
of the year working at International 
House. I am grateful for the experience to 
handle archival materials in-person and 
further my research ability. 

https://museumsandcollections.unimelb.edu.au/get_involved/cultural-collections-projects-program
https://museumsandcollections.unimelb.edu.au/get_involved/cultural-collections-projects-program
https://museumsandcollections.unimelb.edu.au/teaching_and_learning/cultural_collections_projects_program/projects-list/international-house
https://blogs.unimelb.edu.au/international-house-melbourne/whos-who/
https://blogs.unimelb.edu.au/international-house-melbourne/whos-who/
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The knowledge gained through these 
hands-on experiences were furthered by 
the opportunity to visit other collections 
associated with the University, seeing 
how they operated and overcame the 
challenges associated with curatorship. 
I am very grateful for the experience to 
work on the ‘Fifty Years of Women at 
International House’ project and to have 
had the opportunity to help preserve 
the stories of the women who worked to 
establish and support the college.

LARIKA DESAI
Master of Urban and Cultural Heritage 
(present); Master of Architecture

In 1971 IH Council made the decision that 
‘women students, both Australian and 
overseas, be admitted into residence in 
1972’.3 This was a landmark resolution 
as it made IH University of Melbourne’s 
first residential college to accept women 
residents. To accommodate this increase 
in the number of students, the famous, 
16 sided polygonal, Scheps Wing was 
constructed. This project aims to 
understand and establish links between 
these two significant events whilst 
keeping in mind the wider context of the 
dismantling of the White Australia Policy, 
the women’s movement, the economic 
struggles of colleges and rampant 
architectural modernism. It has themes 
of architectural history, archival research, 
cultural heritage and gender studies.

This placement provided an ideal platform 
to learn about archival work: cataloguing, 
research and digitisation; handling of 
rare materials and the issues involved 
with their accessibility, interpretation and 
long-term conservation. IH and MCPP 
were kind enough to allow me to further 
push the project scope by combining 
my background of architecture, with the 
knowledge of historical research, heritage 
interpretation and assessment, gained 
through my Masters course. Moreover, this 
back-of-house insight into archives helped 
me significantly enhance my research 
skills. 

3  Minute book, June 28, 1971, International House Council Minutes (1970-1977), International House Archives. 

4  Elyse Martin, “The Evolution of the College Dorm Chronicles How Colleges Became Less White and Male,” Smithsonian Magazine, published February 11, 2019, https://www.smithsonianmag.com/
history/history-college-dorms-180971457/. 

Art historian Carla Yanni talks about how 
residential colleges are not just ‘mute 
containers for the temporary storage of 
youthful bodies and emergent minds’ but 
are historical evidence of the educational 
ideals and social values of the people 
who built them and the time period they 
belong to.4 

It has been an incredible experience to 
work at IH and unpack its rich history, 
decision making and subsequent 
development during a period of radical 
social and cultural change. As an 
international student, a woman and an IH 
alum, I was thrilled to get the opportunity 
to work on this project. 

Museums and Collections Project Program at IH

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/history-college-dorms-180971457/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/history-college-dorms-180971457/
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Next year marks sixty years since the 
Immigration Reform Group published 
the book Immigration: Control or 
Colour bar? The Background to ‘White 
Australia’ and a Proposal for Change 
(Melbourne University Press, 1962). 
This was an expanded version of the 
Group’s influential pamphlet of 1960, 
Control or Colour Bar? Here’s a look 
back at one of the members of the 
Immigration Reform Group, who was 
also an IH resident. 

George Lyndon Hicks was a resident of 
International House in 1958 and 1959. He 
first became interested in aspects of Asian 
politics and culture at school; his interests 
expanded while he was studying Arts 
at the University of Melbourne. In 1959, 
he became involved in the Immigration 
Reform Group, a group of University of 
Melbourne students and staff lobbying for 
an end to the White Australia Policy. In the 
same year, George Hicks wrote an article 
on the White Australia Policy for the first 
issue of Satadal. In it he wrote:

5  George Hicks, “White Australia Through Australian Eyes,” Satadal: The Magazine of International House, The University of Melbourne (1957), 33–34. 

6  Frank Larkins, International House Melbourne: Sixty Years of Fraternitas (Carlton: Melbourne University Publishing, 2018), 27.

7  Eunice Low, The George Hicks Collection at the National Library, Singapore: An Annotated Bibliography of Selected Works (Leiden: Brill, 2016), 16–18

8  Quoted in Larkins, International House Melbourne, 195.

Part of the reason for the great interest 
and decisive views about White Australia 
in student circles has been their own 
experiences in living and working with 
Asian students. This experience shows 
that not only are alleged racial and 
cultural incompatibilities a myth, but that 
we have much to gain from contact with 
people of other races.5

In 1960, George Hicks travelled to 
London to study at the London School 
of Economics.6 He went on to work in 
Indonesia, the Philippines, the USA, Japan 
and Hong Kong and to publish several 
books.7

In 2014, George Hicks provided a generous 
donation to International House for 
the construction of a new building for 
graduate residents at IH. The George Hicks 
Building was officially opened on 18 March 
2015 and was named in honour of both 
George Lyndon Hicks and his father the 
businessman and philanthropist George 
Franklin Hicks. Speaking at the opening 
ceremony, the Governor of Victoria Alex 
Chernov said:

It is obvious enough that in many 
respects International House has changed 
significantly since its beginning in 1957, 
when it opened its doors to 42 young 
men. But its essential vision has remained 
unchanged, namely, providing its students 
of different nationalities and diverse 
cultures with the opportunity to live and 
learn together in a community of mutual 
respect, understanding and international 
friendship.8

You can read more about some of 
the people and places of IH on the 
International House Collection 
site https://blogs.unimelb.edu.au/
international-house-melbourne

George Hicks and the 
George Hicks Building

https://blogs.unimelb.edu.au/international-house-melbourne/2020/09/02/who-were-the-first-ihers/
https://blogs.unimelb.edu.au/international-house-melbourne/2020/09/02/who-were-the-first-ihers/
https://blogs.unimelb.edu.au/international-house-melbourne
https://blogs.unimelb.edu.au/international-house-melbourne
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Grant Success for the  
International House Archives
This year, International House was 
awarded a grant from the University 
of Melbourne’s Russell and Mab 
Grimwade Miegunyah Fund. These 
grants provide funding to University 
of Melbourne cultural collections for 
conservation, cataloguing, exhibitions 
and other projects. 

Russell and Mabel Grimwade were 
themselves supporters of International 
House in the early 1950s. Sir Russell 
Grimwade (1879–1955) was a donor to 
the International House Appeal in 1952. 
Lady Grimwade (1887–1973) was the 
president of the organising committee 
for the fundraising International Fair held 
in June 1953. A photograph published in 
Melbourne’s Argus newspaper shows Lady 
Grimwade, Kathleen Sloane and Olive 
Wykes with a cheque for the more than 
£13,000 raised at this event (equivalent 
to more than $471,000 today, according 
to the Reserve Bank of Australia’s Pre-
Decimal Inflation Calculator).

9  Frank Larkins, International House Melbourne: Sixty Years of Fraternitas (Carlton: Melbourne University Publishing, 2018), 13.

 Mabel Grimwade was also a ‘patroness’ 
of the women’s committee of the 1961 
International House Building Fund. 

There’s another connection too between the 
Grimwades and International House. The 
large table in the Constance Duncan Room 
was once in the dining room at Miegunyah, 
the Grimwades’ house in Toorak.

The Miegunyah Fund grant has provided 
funding to help celebrate women’s 
contributions to establishing and 
supporting International House. From 
the early 1950s, hundreds of women 
volunteers worked to establish and 
support International House through 
the International House Auxiliaries. As 
Emeritus Professor Frank Larkins writes, 
the ‘exceptional contributions by women 
are deeply etched into the foundation of 
International House’.9

The Miegunyah Fund grant enabled us to 
employ historian Dr Nikki Henningham to 
catalogue the records of the International 
House Auxiliaries. We also plan to:

Display photographs and biographies of 
some of the women involved in founding 
and supporting IH;

Create an online exhibition (to be 
published soon) of the activities of the 
International House Auxiliaries;

Digitise records of the International House 
Auxiliaries, books of newspaper cuttings 
and selected other material held in the 
International House Archives. 

Another result of the grant has been a 
greater recognition of the significance of 
the International House Archives in telling 
the story of Australia’s first international 
house and the huge community effort that 
helped to make it a reality. 

Dr Caitlin Stone  
Librarian and Archivist

2021 Virtual Open Day

Watch our 2021 Virtual Open Day 
recording to check out IH beautiful 
campus, listen to stories from our current 
students and discover new catering 
packages and scholarships in 2022.

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article205423425
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article205413895
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article205413895
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article205413895
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article23253396
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article23253396
https://youtu.be/zbW8Do0u0nU
https://youtu.be/zbW8Do0u0nU
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Scholarships

An International House scholarship can open doors for students of talent and promise, helping them to achieve their potential 
regardless of financial hardship. A scholarship at International House will enable a student to have the freedom they need to learn and 
develop into global leaders of the future.

If you would like to contribute to the scholarship funding at International House,  
please contact Ms Tamra Keating – Director of Marketing & Advancement: tkeating@unimelb.edu.au or +61 3 9345 7558.

The scholarship provided me with the opportunity to attend International House for the past three 
years, provided me the opportunity to be able to not only study but to explore my interests in music, 
leadership and be a part of a beautiful community. In my time at IH, I’ve formed friendships and 
relationships I know will last for the rest of my life, I’ve been able to be an O-Week leader three times 
and welcome new students into this IH family; I’ve been a part of two student committees; and most 
importantly, I’ve been able to study and forge a future in what I have always been passionate about. 

Abbey Milligan
Bachelor of Agriculture & Future Veterinary Medicine student
IHSC Vice President (2020-2021) and Outreach and Environments Representative (2019-2020)
Clifford Family Scholarship awardee

The support that the scholarship has provided me with has pushed me to strive to do my best in all 
academic and extracurricular pursuits. I feel, consequently, that I have grown immensely as a person 
this year. I’ve had so many wonderful opportunities here in Melbourne and have made dozens of 
memories that I am sure I’ll cherish for years. Your kindness and generosity is hugely inspiring and one 
day I hope that I will be in a position to give back and help others, as you have done for me.

Kieran Ng 
Bachelor of Science 
Weickhardt Academic Performance Scholarship awardee

Receiving this incredibly generous scholarship has not just reduced my financial burden but has 
also served as an affirmation of my learning philosophy, something I hold very close to my heart as 
an essential part of my character. In that sense, it’s given me confidence in my ability to succeed, 
not only now, but in the future as well. IH has become very special to me too, like a home away from 
home. A place where you can meet people from just about everywhere in the world and broaden 
your horizons in ways you had never conceived before.

Farhan Islam
Bachelor of Biomedicine (Bioengineering Systems) 
Peter Cole Scholarship awardee

As an international student, IH has made the transition to move into a new city and new country 
so much easier for me. Living here for the past one and a half years and participating in college 
activities have helped me to form lasting friendships and memories. I am very grateful for the 
support that has allowed me to stay in IH, my home away from home with my best friends. The 
scholarship encouraged me to continue to try my best and strive for academic excellence this year 
and be involved with the activities within IH. 

Saund Yadanar
Bachelor of Pharmaceutical Science Advanced (Honours)
Mavis Jackson Academic Achievement Scholarship awardee

Scholarships 

mailto:tkeating@unimelb.edu.au
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INTERNATIONAL HOUSE DONORS 2021
INDIVIDUALS

Mr Paul Ackerman

Professor Robin Anders and Dr Margot 
Anders

Ms Caroline F Bills

Ms Clare Chang

Dr Nicholas N W Cheng

Ms Annette Clarey

Mr Leigh Clifford AO and Mrs Sue Clifford

Adjunct Professor Ken A Coghill

Mr Ian Colliver

Professor Richard W Cullen and Ms SK 
Chan

Dr Norman Fary and Dr Barbara Fary OAM

Mr Robert M Fels 

Mr Julian Gardner AM and Ms Judith 
Macdonald

Mr Glen Gersch

Ms Katrina Gowans

Mr John Heywood

Mr Gregor S Howie

Dr Charlie Jong

Ms Tamra Keating and Mr Peter J Dunkin

Professor Emeritus Frank Larkins AM and  
Mrs Valerie Larkins

Professor Emeritus Kwong Lee Dow AO

Mr Andrew K F Lee and  
Mrs Frances Cheng Lee

Ms Bronwen Leslie

Mr Tien Loh

Miss Lye Lee Min

Mrs Megan Morgan

Mrs Rosemary Ohles

Mr Andrew C Oppenheim

Ms Vi Peterson

Mr John R Rimmer

Dr Varuna Ruggoo

Mr Franklin C Schrever and 
 Ms Judith A Schrever

Dr Deborah F Seifert AM and  
Mr Bernhard Seifert

Dr Richard C Shiell

Mr Toshihiko Shirabe

Dr Roger B Thiessen

Dr Barrie Thistlethwayte

Mr Gavin Trigg

Mr Vikram Visweswara

Dr Gordon A Walker

Ms Chee C. Yee

Mr Ka Wei Yuen

Mr Joe R Zhang

ORGANISATIONS

Karlee Pty Ltd

Rotary Club of Melbourne

Zagora Foundation

Thank you to our 
Generous Donors

Rotary Club of Gisborne representative and scholarship 
student Alex Pekin.

Paul and Angela Wheelton and scholarship student  
Maria Callista.
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Alumni 
Reunions
Thank you to all alumni and guests 
who have attended International 
House Reunions in 2021.

2022 REUNIONS
The following Reunions are scheduled  
for 2022:

• 1957 – 1970 IH Reunion: 26 May 2022

• 1982 IH Reunion: 4 August 2022

• 1992 IH Reunion: 25 August 2022

• 2002 IH Reunion: 1 September 2022

• 2012 IH Reunion: 8 September 2022

IH Reunions are a great opportunity to 
be reacquainted with old friends and to 
reconnect with IH at our updated campus. 
All IH reunions include a campus tour, 
pre-dinner drinks and a three-course 
meal. Reunion invitations will be emailed 
to respective alumni throughout the year. 
Reservation is essential.

Please let us know if your contact details 
have changed so we can keep you 
updated with IH news and events.

You can fill in a quick online form  
ihouse.unimelb.edu.au/alumni/update or 
email us at ih-alumni@unimelb.edu.au

Alumni Reunions 

https://ihouse.unimelb.edu.au/alumni/update
mailto:ih-alumni@unimelb.edu.au
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International House 
Community 2021 - 2022

IH ADVISORY GROUP
Chair
Mr Peter Godfrey

General members
Mr Saman Akbaryan

Mr Anton Alers

Mr Peter Godfrey

Ms Fienny Harris

Ms Katerina Kapobassis

Professor Paul Kofman

Mr Bryce Owen

Dr Deborah Seifert AM

Mr Richard Tan

IH STAFF
Head of College 
Dr Deborah Seifert AM

Deputy Head of College
Mr Daniel Persaud

Director of Finance and Business 
Development
Mr David O’Hanrahan

Director of Marketing and Advancement
Ms Tamra Keating

Student Office Manager
Ms Rosemary Hampson

Finance and IT Manager
Mr William Chao

Facilities and Assets Coordinator
Mr Nathan Caplan

Marketing and Recruitment Officer
Ms Thu Nguyen

IT Officer
Mr Shaun Huynh

Academic Coordinator
Dr Katherine Firth

Librarian and Archivist
Dr Caitlin Stone

Executive Assistant
Ms Catherine Fairlie

Finance Assistant
Ms Patricia Hughes

Student Office Assistants
Ms Maybel Forrest

Building and Maintenance
Mr Gary Verona

Mr Steve Verona

Catering (Cater Care)
Ms Colette Guerillot

Mr Marcus Moar

Housekeeping (Spree)
Mr Manuel Fredes

IH RESIDENTIAL TUTORS
Timetable Tutor 
Mr Ronny Andrade 

Tutors
Ms Jessica Chin

Mr Shaveen Gamage

Dr YeeKee Ku

Ms Melissa Li

Mr Bradley Mogic

Ms Jinny Shim

Dr Alex Wong

Ms Jenny Zhu

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT CLUB 
President 
Ms Lenni Hui

Vice President 
Mr Benjamin Morrison

Secretary 
Mr Hayden Parrott

Treasurer 
Mr Cameron Whyte

Activities Officer 
Ms Caitlyn MacDonald

Activities Treasurer 
Mr Remco Holstege

Female Sports Representative 
Ms Grace Allthorpe

Male Sports Representative 
Mr Ayush Tyagi

Fresher Representative 
Mr Shion Matsuno

General Member for Shop 
Mr Lokesh Bandara

Queer Representative
Mr Kieran Ng

International Liaison Officer 
Mr Samuel Moss

Outreach and Environment 
Representative
Ms Elizabeth Grosshans

ICAC Representative 
Ms Elsa Dai

General Member 
Mr Tyler Ikeda

Arts and Music Representative 
Ms Kae Girao

Women’s Representative
Ms Dinithi Fernando & Ms Vivian Lee

GRADUATE STUDENT CLUB 
President 
Mr Alexander To-Dang

Vice-President 
Mr Pasha Hanifa

Activities Officer
Ms Claudia Takahashi
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Countries and Regions

The following countries and regions are represented in the International House community in 2021:

Australia
Bangladesh
Belgium 
Canada
Chile
China
Hong Kong SAR 

India
Indonesia
Iran
Japan
Korea
Malaysia
Myanmar

New Zealand
Nigeria
Peru
Singapore
South Africa
Sri Lanka
Sweden

Taiwan
Thailand
The Philippines
Turkey
United Kingdom
United States of America
Vietnam

Countries and Regions
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STAY IN 
TOUCH 
Address
241 Royal Parade, Parkville,  
Victoria, 3052, Australia

Phone
+61 3 9347 6655

Website
ihouse.unimelb.edu.au

Email
ih-alumni@unimelb.edu.au

Facebook
facebook.com/
internationalhousemelbourne

Instagram
instagram.com/ihmelbourne

http://ihouse.unimelb.edu.au
mailto:ih-alumni@unimelb.edu.au
http://facebook.com/internationalhousemelbourne
http://facebook.com/internationalhousemelbourne
http://instagram.com/ihmelbourne

